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House-keeping: E-mail addresses, pronouncing name, return graded design loops

Test candidate earthquake structures

Share ISEA website and discuss STEM conference
http://www.isea-stem.org/#!home/mainPage

Review Curriculum Assignment #1
· Candidates need to pick a book

Using Literacy as an insertion tool for STEM
· Most schools require a certain number of reading minutes each day
· Readings provide the “hook” for students and the teacher
· What’s a “hook”?
· Reading provides background knowledge
· Reading leads to writing and draws a connection to the design activity or project
· Design activity provides the anchor for the literacy assignment
· Design activity draws students into other disciplines (i.e., science, engineering)
· Expands literacy from a stand-alone lesson
· Connects to children with different learning styles (beyond auditory: to kinesthetic, tactile, and visual)
· Provides teachers with an extension to read-alouds
· Provides students with research and writing opportunities
· Provides students with expanded vocabulary
· Puts student at the center of learning, rather than the teacher
· Teacher has to be willing to give up some control, tolerate some noise
· Teacher has to assume the role of questioner—also a very good learning opportunity for students
· Teacher frames the experience with content and questioning techniques 
· Emphasizes cooperative learning and independent learning
· Provides for more than one right answer
· Provides for alternative assessments
· Brings tangible product to intangible reading
· Creates and atmosphere of creativity
· Rewards the use of logic to solve complex problems
· NOTE: Design activities are not to be seen as a time-out from learning
· Never use learning as a punishment or use one method as a punishment
· DO: 
· Read a children’s book (pick a candidate to read—with conviction)
· Use “Categories” to place students into groups (see below)
· Identify a design activity
· Find the Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics


Read: pp. 14 – 17 in PBL in the Elementary Grades text


Categories
· Two groups:
· Clasp your hands together and fold the thumbs across the top. Is your right thumb on top or your left?
· Fold your arms across your chest. Is your right arm on top or is your left arm on top? 
· Which leg do you put into your pants first? 
· Which eye do you prefer to wink with?
· Can you roll your tongue? 
· Which side of the bed (left or right) do you get out of in the morning?
· Three groups:
· Do you see yourself more as a Lexus, a Jeep, or a Prius? 
· Imagine yourself licking an ice cream cone. Are you twirling your cone clockwise, counterclockwise, or are you licking up and down? 
· Multiple groups:
· In which month of the year were you born? 
· Four groups:
· Which season of the year were you born in? 
· Baseball, basketball, football, or soccer?

