Electricity Project Assignment (200 pts.) 
Due Date: April 20, prior to class time.

Task: 
Candidates will work in assigned teams to develop holiday-themed classroom activity that delivers basic electricity content. The activity should be suitable for 4th grade students and help them develop an understanding that energy can be transferred from place to place by electrical currents. The activity should be focused on the following STEM content standards:
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Science
4-PS3-2 Make observations to provide evidence that energy can be transferred from place to place by sound, light, heat, and electric currents.

Technology and Engineering
STL 12: Students will develop the abilities to use and maintain technological products and systems. 
D. Follow step-by-step directions to assemble a product.
E.   Select and safely use tools, products, and systems for specific tasks.
STL 16: Students will develop an understanding of and be able to select and use energy and power technologies. 
C. Energy comes in different forms. 
D. Tools, machines, products, and systems use energy in order to do work.

Mathematics
MP.2 Reason abstractly and quantitatively. (4-ESS3-1)
MP.4 Model with mathematics. (4-ESS3-1)

Content Information: 
The best teachers are always looking for a way to tie classroom learning to upcoming events/holidays that students are anticipating—i.e., Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc. This provides a natural hook for the students and typically provides the student with something that can be taken home and placed prominently on the refrigerator door! Remember making a Thanksgiving turkey from a trace of your hand during elementary school?  

In this case, you are being asked to develop a holiday-themed activity that both represents an upcoming holiday or community event and an introduction to basic electricity. You are welcome to utilize a traditional holiday craft item, but you must also find a way to electrify the activity. As we have learned in this class, it is not enough to simply a purchase a clever craft item at the flea market and then have your students replicate that item in class. ALL ACTIVITIES MUST DELIVER A BIG IDEA and in this case, they must deliver integrated STEM education!

Electrical Circuits - Basic Background Information

Electrical current is the flow of charge.  The diagram at the left shows a simple series circuit. When the switch is connected, electrons flow from the anode (positive/top of battery) to the cathode (negative) at the bottom of the battery and return to the positive pole. The illustration is a diagrammatic form (i.e. circuit diagram or schematic) used to illustrate an electrical circuit. The two parallel lines of different lengths marked battery actually represent a single cell. Single cells supply 1.5 volts and are what we generally mean when we say a battery (e.g. "I must change the batteries in my flashlight"). Technically, a battery is a series of single cells joined together to provide a greater voltage in, for example, a car battery. 

The battery provides the electromotive force (or e.m.f.) that "pushes" the electrons through the wires of the circuit. Electromotive force is measured in volts. In some ways it is similar to the potential energy stored in an object at the top of a hill. The object might roll down the hill and lose its potential energy and, in an analogous way, the electrons flow down the voltage drop (or potential difference) as they move around the circuit.
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As the switch is turned on, the light bulb ignites (lights up). When the circuit is closed, by throwing the switch, the battery forces those electrons to flow around the wire, thereby creating the current. Standard units used in electricity (in the United States) are:
· VOLTS (V): unit of potential difference, emf, or voltage
· OHM (Ω): unit of resistance
· AMPS (AMPERES) (A): unit of current
· COULOMBS (C): unit of charge (= the charge moved when one amp of 
    current runs for one second).
· WATTS (W): unit of power (power energy per unit time). In electrical 
    circuits, one watt is produced when a current of one amp flows down a 
    potential difference of one volt.
· JOULE (J): unit of energy.

Reading: Chapter 1: http://www.allaboutcircuits.com/vol_1/index.html

Assignment Parameters: 
Working as a team, complete the assignment following the parameters outlined below:
· You will have two class periods to complete the craft item and the STEM activity, but you will need to develop individual responsibilities so that some of the research and materials development can be completed outside class.
· You will use the Technical/Procedural format (step-by-step instructions) for this lesson, as basic electricity doesn’t lend itself nicely to ill-structured engineering design problem.
· The completed lesson must be submitted electronically as an e-mail attachment and a working sample of the completed project should be prepared for presentation in class. The completed activity must include photos of you constructing the project.
· The completed activity must clearly delivers the basic concepts of electricity and identified STEM content standards.

Deliverables:
· Integrated STEM education activity
· Completed project for demonstration in class
· Teacher and student instructions for completing the lesson.

Evaluation:
The submissions will be evaluated based on the degree to which they meet the parameters outlined above, are engaging for elementary students, and deliver and address STEM standards.
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