The ISEA STEM-Excellence Award
The STEM-Excellence Awards program honors public and private elementary, middle and high schools whose faculty and administration have implemented a comprehensive integrated STEM education program at very high levels or have made significant progress and made significant strides in achievement through the implementation of comprehensive STEM programs.
The STEM-Excellence Awards sets a standard of excellence for all schools striving for the highest level of achievement in integrated science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). Each year, the International STEM Education Association seeks out schools where the faculty and administration have sought to attain and maintain high academic goals through the implementation of comprehensive and long-term integrated STEM education programs. To be named a STEM-Excellence Award recipient school is to join an elite group of educational innovators. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]All elementary, middle, and high schools are invited to submit a proposal to be recognized as a STEM-Excellence Award recipient. Schools receiving the recognition represent the full diversity of American education. They are urban, suburban, and rural, large and small, traditional and non-traditional. They serve students of every social, economic, and ethnic background. However, they share one very important quality. They have all taken direct action to implement comprehensive STEM education programs that impact all students. 
STEM-Excellence Awards are presented annually at the International STEM Education Association annual conference. Schools are honored at an international awards ceremony, where each receives a plaque and a banner to be displayed in the school. 
Nomination Process
To apply for the STEM-Excellence Award or the STEM-Champion Award, complete the appropriate application form and submit to:__________________ . All nominations must be submitted by the first day of September annually. 

International STEM Education Association
2012 STEM-Excellence Awards Program

To be completed by the school principal and/or highest level school official
  	                                     
Name of Principal 	
	(Specify: Ms., Miss, Mrs., Dr., Mr., etc.)  (As it should appear in the official records)

Official School Name 	
(As it should appear in the official records)

School Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________
				(If address is P.O. Box, also include street address.)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City	                                                                 			 State	                      Zip Code+4 (9 digits total)

Telephone (          )				Fax (          )						

Web site/URL					                            E-mail 	


I have reviewed the information in this application, including the eligibility requirements on page 2 (Part I-Eligibility Certification), and certify that to the best of my knowledge all information is accurate.

					                                      Date_________________________
(Principal’s Signature)

Name of Superintendent* ________________________ E-mail _________________________
(Specify: Ms., Miss, Mrs., Dr., Mr., Other)       
	
District Name							Tel.(       )	

I have reviewed the information in this application, including the eligibility requirements on page 2 (Part I-Eligibility Certification), and certify that to the best of my knowledge it is accurate.

				                                        	Date_______________________  (Superintendent’s Signature) 


PART I ‑ ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION


Include this page in the school’s application as page 2.

The signatures on the first page of this application (cover page) certify that each of the statements below concerning the school’s eligibility is true and correct.  

1. The school has some configuration that includes one or more of grades K-12.  (Schools on the same campus with one principal, even a K-12 school, must apply as an entire school.)
2. The school has been in existence for five full years at the time of this application.
3. The school has implemented an integrated STEM education program that has the potential to impact all enrolled students.
4. The implemented STEM program emphasizes each of the following disciplines with equal measure: Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (i.e., adding a new science course requirement is not an integrated STEM initiative).
5. The implemented STEM program is recognized as a comprehensive and long-term program change and not a temporary instructional adaptation.   


PART II – SCHOOL DEMOGRAPHIC DATA



All data are the most recent year available.  


DISTRICT 

1.	Category that best describes the area where the school is located:

[    ]	Urban or large central city
[    ]	Suburban with characteristics typical of an urban area
[    ]	Suburban
[    ]	Small city or town in a rural area
[    ]	Rural

2.		 Number of years the principal has been in her/his position at this school.
 

3.	Number of students as of October 1 enrolled at each grade level or its equivalent in applying school: 

	Grade
	# of Males
	# of Females
	Grade Total
	
	Grade
	# of Males
	# of Females
	Grade Total

	PreK
	
	
	
	
	7
	
	
	

	K
	
	
	
	
	8
	
	
	

	1
	
	
	
	
	9
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	10
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	11
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	12
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL STUDENTS IN THE APPLYING SCHOOL 
	




4.	Indicate number of full‑time and part‑time staff members in each of the categories below:

Number of Staff

Full-time	Part-Time

Administrators			_______	________			
Classroom teachers			_______	________	
Resource teachers/specialists	_______	________		
	Support staff				_______	________	
	(e.g., school secretaries, custodians,
	cafeteria aides, etc.)
 
Total number				_______	________	
5. Indicate whether your school has previously received a STEM-Excellence Award. 
	Yes	    	 No
	If yes, in what year did your school receive the award? _____

PART III – STEM PROJECT SUMMARY
Provide a narrative snapshot of the school and the integrated STEM education program implemented in approximately 600-800 words. Specifically:
· Summarize the school’s history, strengths and accomplishments;
· Describe the integrated STEM education program by answering the following questions in the narrative:
· What was the purpose of this program?
· What was the goal of the program?
· How was the content of each STEM discipline addressed in the program?
· What was the outcome of the STEM implementation—how did it impact learning?
· What were the barriers that had to be overcome to implement this program?
· How did the students, faculty, and administration react to the new program?
· What was the duration of the STEM project—how many weeks, months?
· What are your plans for continuing the STEM project?
· What, if any, changes will be made in future years?
· Were parents, members of the community, business/industry, or members of the media involved in planning of delivering this project? 
· In what ways have you shared information about this program with other educators/schools?  


PART IV – INDICATORS OF STEM SUCCESS
1. Curriculum and Instructional Materials: Attach samples of curriculum materials, lessons, or activities used with the STEM initiative (do not include commercially developed curriculum materials—only locally developed materials).

2. Media: Attach samples of media, news reports, photos, etc.

3. Student Materials: Attach sample of student work or photos of events as appropriate.

4. Professional Development: Attach any materials and/or photos of teacher professional development activities associated with the project.
 
