TEED 1103 Anthropological Assignments (30 points)
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This 2-part assignment allows you to look at the connections between nature, technology, society and culture by exploring three anthropological artifacts. It takes an historical and anthropological perspective, going back to the earliest stone tools and tracking their genealogical connection with contemporary high-tech design in order to think outside the box. Tracking the design of these technologies takes us through an interdisciplinary mix that includes archaeology, cultural anthropology, science studies, the history and sociology of technology, cognitive science and even evolutionary psychology. 

Aims and objectives
The overall aim is to address some abstract and theoretical questions concerning the process of design, and in particular the interrelation of nature and technology in making and consuming goods. We need a big picture and long term view to understand the relationship between nature and technology and concepts for tackling questions and problems raised by contemporary science and technological development. This accounts for the anthropological and archaeological component of the course - the only basis for such a broad big picture. 

Requirements
During the remainder of this course, you will be required to submit two anthropological case studies. You may select from the list of below (or choose another appropriate artifact – please get this approved) when picking the two artifacts that you will examine. The assignment is to prepare a design portfolio/challenge on a selected artifact. The objective is to unpack the working of the artifact, track it through conception, design and consumption, to make manifest the stories and scenarios held within the association of material, technology, use. 
The submitted case study may take any digital form - a dossier of discrete items, visual and/or textual, one or more narratives, an analytical model, or whatever is considered appropriate means of manifesting the connections between nature, technology and culture. 
You should also prepare an appropriate model to demonstrate the artifact.
After selecting an appropriate artifact, you should complete the following exercises to develop an appropriate submission:
· Gather research—lots of research
· Develop an outline for the case study paper
· Introduction (what is the artifact? Why was it developed? What did it replace?)
· Design (how as the artifact designed? What tools were used to make the artifact? What was the inspiration?)
· Historical introduction and adaptation (How did this artifact advance civilization? –if it did, What changes did it cause? What unintended consequences resulted?)
· Photos and/or sketches
· Social and cultural impacts
· Conclusions
· References
· Prepare a presentation (5-10 minute) during which time you will formally present the case study.
You will receive a score on:
· The digital and printed submission (5 points) 
· The model (5 points)
· The presentation (5 points) 
For the first case study, select from the following artifacts:
· A Palaeolithic handaxe 
· Neolithic handaxe
· An American Indian spear point
· Atlatl
For the second case study, select from the following artifacts:
· 
· The pyramids at Giza 
· A sod home 
· A log cabin
· A medieval castle
· The Native American Pueblo

TEED 1103 		Anthropological Assignment  (5 points)

Name: _____________________

Chosen Technology:____________________

Digital and Printed Submission of Paper and Presentation 	  ____/6 pts	

· Printed Submission of Paper 
· Digital Submission of Paper 	
· Introduction (what is the artifact? Why was it developed? What did it replace?)
· Design (how as the artifact designed? What tools were used to make the artifact? What was the inspiration?)
· Historical introduction and adaptation (How did this artifact advance civilization? –if it did, What changes did it cause? What unintended consequences resulted?)
· Photos and/or sketches
· Social and cultural impacts
· Conclusions
· References

















Anthropological Assignment - Presentation Rubric (5 points)

Name:  ________________________

	Category
	.25 pts.
	.50 pts.
	.75 pts.
	1.25 pts.
	Score

	Content
	
Student does not have grasp of information; student cannot answer questions about subject.
	
Student is uncomfortable with information and is able to answer only rudimentary questions.
	
Student is at ease with content, but fails to elaborate.
	
Student demonstrates full knowledge (more than required) with explanations and elaboration.
	

	Organization
	
Audience cannot understand presentation because there is no sequence of information.
	
Audience has difficulty following presentation because student jumps around.
	
Student presents information in logical sequence which audience can follow.
	
Student presents information in logical, interesting sequence which audience can follow.
	

	Presentation
	
Presentation appears incomplete.  

Multimedia is over or underused.

Format does not enhance content.

	
Student occasional used visuals that rarely support text and presentation.

Presentation is loosely organized.
	
Multimedia is used to illustrate the main points.

Format is appropriate for the content.

Presentation is well organized.

	
Multimedia is used to clarify and illustrate the main points.

Format is well organized.

Presentation is well organized.

	

	Mechanics
	
Student's presentation had four or more spelling errors and/or grammatical errors.
	
Presentation had three misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	
Presentation has no more than two misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	
Presentation has no misspellings or grammatical errors.

	

	Comments:                                                                                                                                    Total Points:



Anthropological Assignment - Model Rubric (5 points)

Name:  ________________________


	Category
	.25 pts.
	.50 pts.
	.75 pts.
	1.25 pts.
	Score

	Timeline
	No (or limited) attempt made
	Does not finish product schedule on time
	
	Finishes product schedule on or before due date
	

	Drawings and Sketches
	
Very limited attempt at completing sketches and drawings of the model.
	
Parts of the model are drawn but not to scale.

	
Each part of the model is drawn to scale, but little attention is given to the details such as texture, doors & windows, etc.
	
Each part of the model is drawn to scale.

Good attention to detail and  textures.
	

	Model Construction
	
No attempt has been made to cut out and join together the various parts of the model.
	
Some parts of the model are cut out and joined together.
	
All parts of the model are cut out and joined together. The model could be neater with greater attention to detail such as color, texture, windows/doors.

	
All parts of the model are cut out and joined together neatly. The model shows excellent attention to detail and color/textures are included.

	

	Aesthetics / Neatness of Final Product	
	
Model is not constructed neatly

	
Some consideration is given to the aesthetics of the model.
	
Model was made with care and consideration.

	
Neat aesthetically pleasing model.

Form appears professional.

	

	Comments:                                                                                                         Total Points:
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